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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following statement of reasons for allowance is in response to the after-final 
communications 01/29/2007. Claims 1, 6, 9-17, 22, 25-33, and 38 were amended. Thus, claims 

1. 6, 9-17, 22, 25-33, and 38 are currently pending and allowed. The current action includes an 
Examiner's Reasons for Allowance. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1, 6, 9-17, 22, 25-33, and 38 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the prior art 
of record, taken individually or in any combination, teach, inter alia, calculating a zone workload 
signal for the delivery date corresponding to a workload value for the delivery date, the workload 
value equaling (the respective number of used delivery slots including slots filled from the 
respective order approved by the buyer)/(the respective zone maximum number of delivery 
vehicle slots), predicting capacity utilization of the goods delivery system for a time frame based 
on the workload value calculated for each delivery date of a predetermined number of days 
preceding the timeframe, and storing the predicted capacity utilization for the time frame in the 
electronic manifest. 

The prior art references most closely resembling the Applicant's claimed invention are 
Hunt et al. (U.S. 5,835,716), Mowery (U.S. 5,983,198), Silver et al. ( Inventory Management and 
Production Planning and Scheduling ). 

Hunt et al. discloses a brokering system that is an intermediary between shippers and 
carriers that have listed space. Hunt et al. discloses trying to meet capacity requirements of a 
truck before allowing the truck to deliver goods. Hunt et al. discloses that the amount of open 
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capacity for a geographic zone is defined for a delivery agent/carrier. The maximum capacity of 
a carrier is stored in the system. Thereafter, the available capacity of a carrier can be determined 
with respect to this maximum capacity. An order can be shipped on a carrier when there is 
capacity available. Thus, a user queries the system for available dates (based on used capacity) 
and shipping rates, and then a selected date is chosen and approved by the user. The.user's 
shipment is then used to update the available capacity of the carrier. However, Hunt et al. does 
not specifically teach calculating a zone workload signal for the delivery date including a 
workload value equaling (the respective number of used delivery slots including slots filled from 
the respective order approved by the buyer)/(the respective zone maximum number of delivery 
vehicle slots) or predicting capacity utilization of the goods delivery system for a time frame 
based on the workload value calculated for each delivery date of a predetermined number of days 
preceding the timeframe. 

Silver et al. teaches a full truckload application that uses a service point approach. A 
customer places an order from a distributor. Workload utilization is calculated and a capacity 
flag is set for the truckload. When the truckload amount is greater than the workload usage, then 
the truckload is sent and the order is placed. When the truckload amount is less than the 
workload usage, the order waits until more capacity is filled. However, Silver et al. does not 
specifically teach calculating a zone workload signal for the delivery date including a workload 
value equaling (the respective number of used delivery slots including slots filled from the 
respective order approved by the buyer)/(the respective zone maximum number of delivery 
vehicle slots), predicting capacity utilization of the goods delivery system for a time .frame based 
on the workload value calculated for each delivery date of a predetermined number of days 
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preceding the timeframe, or storing the predicted capacity utilization for the time frame in the 
electronic manifest. 

Mowery et al. teaches a system that automates the delivery of goods to users in a 
geographic area. The system optimizes the routes, delivery amounts, and delivery schedule for 
the carrier based on the demand of users in a geographic area. The timing of a delivery is also 
based on the available capacity and utilization of trucks. However, Mowery et al. does not 
specifically teach a workload value for each delivery date equaling (the respective number of 
used delivery slots including slots filled from the respective order approved by the buyer)/(the 
respective zone maximum number of delivery vehicle slots), predicting capacity utilization of the 
goods delivery system for a time frame based on the workload value calculated for each delivery 
date of a predetermined number of days preceding the timeframe, or storing the predicted 
capacity utilization for the time frame in the electronic manifest. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by the Applicant must be submitted by no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statements for Reasons for 
Allowance". 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Smith et al. (U.S. 2004/0225507) and Smith et al. (U.S. 2003/0023465) are both delivery 
management systems that disclose delivery agents and delivery agent shipping capacity, to the 
same assignee of the current invention. 

Sansone et al. (U.S. 5,072,401) teaches a postal/mail logistics system that considers the 
capacity of carriers on their routes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is (571) 272-6737. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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